| n search of saddlebred artifacts

Hor se Park museum wants pre-1970 evidence of blacksin
industry

By Merlene Davis

HERALD-LEADER COLUMNIST

Kim Skipton hasabur under her saddle, so to speak.

Skipton, curator and librarian for theAmerican
Saddlebred Museum, iscalling in favors, snooping
around Web sitesand articles, and even calling meto
find anyone with any connectionto the many local black
men who trained and/or groomed saddlebred horses.

“They teasemeherethat | get likeadogwithabone
because| want to proveit and | want tofindit and |
want to know it. And | get o excited when| find one
thing,” shesaid, laughing. “They say, ‘ Youneed to cam
downnow.’”

Themuseum, onthegroundsof the Kentucky Horse

Park, isplanning ayearlong exhibit, tarting in February, § 111970, WilliamR. *Junior” Seay of Akron,
featuring the black horsemen. Ohio, wasthefirst black manto winaclass

inthe Lexington Junior League Horse Show
After scratching the surface of the search, thereseemto § at TheRed Mile.
have been alot of them.

Bourbon County wasthe birthplace for many of the best saddlebreds. The breed isnativeto Kentucky, the
result of crossing the thoroughbred Narragansett pacer and M organ breeds.

Officersinthe Civil War rode saddlebredsalmost exclusively. Today, they are used in the show ring for
dressage, asbarrd racers, hunters, for crosscountry and show jumping, and as parade mounts.

Skipton produced one small display case of pictures of black groomsand trainers during arecent exhibit,
and it proved very popular.

That gave her the desire to find more memorabiliaand make an entire exhibit of those forgotten men.

But sheneeds“things’ inorder to pull that off.” Pictures, riding apparel, tack and equipment, paintings,
drawings, sculpture,” shesaid. “1 don’'t know what isout there. I’ d likeanything that they cansay, ‘My
father used this. He kept anotebook.’

“I mean, I’mfishing here.”

Skiptonwill taketheitemsonloan for the exhibit or as donationsto the museum. Theitemsshe'slooking for
should predatethe 1970s.



Fromthe Civil War erato the 1950s, it wasnot that rarefor black men to train saddlebreds. Somewould
get their gart inthe Bluegrass, then move to the more accepting venues up north, particularly Ohio, where
they could trainand show in competitions.

Here, they had to hand off the showing of thehorsesto white ownersor trainers.

“I don’'t know how many there were because so many of themwereinthe background,” Skipton said. “I
do know so many of them migrated up north and went onto be very successful up there.”

North Middletown, in Bourbon County, produced alot of black horsemen.

OnewasGeorge“Dan” Brown, who learned histrade at home but left for Ohio where he broke coltsand
trained themall the way to the show ring. He died in Cleveland in 1980.

Another was Eddie Stivers, one of severd sblingsin theindustry. Heaso moved to Ohio, where hetrained
horsesfor yearsaswell astraining winning rider Vickie Reiter. Hedied inFloridain 1997.

William Beauford* Preacher” Hall choseto stay in Kentucky, buying afarmand training saddlebredsin
Bourbon County.

Tom Butler of North Middletown was named Ohio’s M ost Distinguished Horseman among other awards
for histraining techniques. Butler’s son, who livesin Pennsylvania, also became ahorseman.
Many othersarelisted, somewith details, at www.blackhorsemen.com.

In 1970, William R. “Junior” Seay of Akron, Ohio, wasthefirst black manto winaclassat the Lexington
Junior League Horse Show. He won with champion Stonewall’s Crescendo inthe Fine Harness Stallions
and Geldings Stake.

In 2004 at the Kentucky State Fair, Mike Spencer won the Open Five Gaited Mare Stake astrainer and
rider of Spider Red.

“Thecrowd went berserk,” Skipton said. “Heiswell-liked. Heisagood man.”

S0, look around the house, around your parents garages and basementsfor anything arelative might have
used inthe saddlebred industry.

We know blackswereintegrally involved. Skiptonjust needsyour help to show it.
Call her at (859) 259-2746, Ext. 312, if you can help.

Reach Merlene Davis at (859) 231-3218 or 1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3218, or mdavisl@herald-
|leader.com.



http://www.blackhorsemen.com
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George“Dan’ Brown, who was bornin Bourbon County,
honed hiscraft thereand at DixianaFarmin Lexington
before moving to Ohio, where opportunitiesfor black
horsemen were grester.



